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Location
4 Universities & r esearch 
Institutions:

- Universitˆ di Pisa
- Scuola Normale Superiore
- Scuola Superiore 
  SantÕAnna
- CNR

2 Science Parks:

- Polo Tecnologico di Navacchio
- Pontech

                     Tecna:

- 45 High-Tech SMEs
- Turn-around: 30M
- Operators: ~500

~1000 
High-Tech SMEs 

>7000 
knowledge workers

The province of Pisa has ~ 380.000 Inhabitants
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People

}

}
}

Circa 80 persone in totale
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Some Clients & Partners
Italy
- Ferrari
- Vodafone
- Telecom Italia
- Tuscany, Lombardia, 
Veneto, Liguria Region
- Municipality of Milan, 
Venezia
- Scuola Normale Superiore
- University of Pisa
- UNICREDIT
- Intesa Sanpaolo Spa

France
- INRIA
- CNRS
- UniversitŽ Paris-Nord 13
- Maison des Sciences de   
  l'Homme

Israel
- National Library
- University of Tel Aviv

Poland
- Knowledgehives Ltd

Austria
- University of Vienna

Croatia
- Ministry Cult. Heritage

Cyprus
- Cyprus Institute

Ireland
- Trinity College Dublin
- Digital Enterprise Research 
  Institute
- IBM

UK
- Oxford Internet Institute
- De Montfort University
- In2 Ltd.
- KingÕs college London

Germany
- UniversitŠt MŸnchen
- Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin
- Humboldt-UniversitŠt zu   
  Berlin

Norway
- University of Bergen
- AKSIS

Belgium
- Id Consulting

Montenegr o
- Ministry Cult. Heritage
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Ricer ca EU
ACEMEDIA: EU FP6, 10M! , Image Analysis & Automatic Tagging

2004-07

DISCOVERY: EU eContent+, 4M! , Build a Semantic Web platform to manage Semantic Digital 
Libraries and Archives

2006-09

WEBSICOLA: EU Ideas TOK-IAPP FP6, 1M! , Develop a new functional programmin language for 
the Web

2006-10

A-32: ESF COST, 2M! , Open Scholarly Communities on the Web

2006-10

SEMLIB: EU Research for SME FP7, 1M! , Semantic Web Tools for Digital Libraries & Media 
Archives

2011-13

AGORA: EU PSP FP7, 5M! , Semantic Federation of Digital Libraries & ScientiÞc Journals

2011-14

Plan4all: EU eContent+, 4M! , Spatial Planning

2009-11
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Mission
Make knowledge more usable 

and accessible by applying 
Semantic Web & Linked Data technologies

WEB 3.5: (Social) Web of Data
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Linked Open Data

Pubblicazione,  Linking, 
Consulenza, Datamarketplace

Pubblica Amministrazione (PSI, eGov)
Enti Culturali (Semantic Digital Libraries)

Privati (Linked Data behind a Þrewall)

1 Promuo vere Open Data

2 Potenziare le tecnologie Semantiche
3 Servizi ai pr odutt ori di dati
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Netse ven, Pisa

@lod_it

Michele Barber a:
barber a@netseven.it
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Linked Open Data

EU Directive on 
Public Sector 
Information

+
Government as a 
Platform for Open 

Innovation
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Il Valore Economico degli Open Data
19 Aprile, Camera Dei Deputati, Roma

www.linkedopendata.it

Andr ea Di Benedetto , presidente LKDI
Stefano Bertolo , EU Commission DG 
Information Society & Media
Lorenzo Benussi , Top-IX
Raimondo Iemma , Fondazione Rosselli
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EU Digital Agenda
17-18th June, Bruxelles

Workshop on Open Data & Reuse of  
Public Sector Information

Gudrun Stock, INFSO/E-4

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/
digital_agenda/daa/programme/
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DATA IS THE NEW GOLD

photo by Fr eeparking , Flickr

[References]
ÒData as a service. A look at ho w services and widgets ar e democratizing data and visualization. Ó, O'Reilly Radar , 2010, 
<http:/ /radar.oreilly .com/2010/07/data-as-a-servic e.html> 
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DATI PUBBLICI

ANALISI E A GGREGAZIONE

UTENTI

* ECONOMIA DEI DATI!
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SEMPRE GLI
STESSI  DATI
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photo by Paul  Mayne , Flickr

DATA
AS
A

SERVICE?
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photo by Pet e Asht on, Flickr

1 Promuo vere Open Data
2 Potenziare le tecnologie Semantiche
3 Servizi ai pr odutt ori di dati

GLI
OPEN DATA SONO 

UNÕINFRASTRUTTURA
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DATA IS LESS VALUABLE WHEN SILOED

your web site
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SEMANTICS
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EU Research: what we like

! Allow SMEs to do research and innovation that they wonÕt be able to afford 
otherwise: innovation mitigated the effects of the crisis.

! Allows to establish long term research and business relations with foreign 
partners: itÕs the most accessible way of internationalising our market.

! Funding from EU made it easier to obtain credit from the banks

! Huge  boost in visibility on the market (especially local). Leads to new 
business relations and opportunities.

! Expanded access to labour market and indirect but very valuable training and 
exchange of knowledge (especially in Marie-Curie TOK-IAP).

! Compared to national projects thereÕs much more transparency in evaluation. 
It is much more based on merit than on lobbying.

! TOK-IAP: limited paperwork.

gioved“ 14 aprile 2011



EU Research: what we donÕt like
! TOK-IAPP

! Accounting too rigid.
! Appointed staff must have worked with the SME for at least 2 years.
! Salaries are sometimes incoherent or not attractive. Travel allowance is too 
limited.
! More calls please!

! eContentplus/PSP
! Rate of coÞnancing too small to be affordable by SMEs
! Partners or subcontractors? Research or paid development?
! Excessive amount of paperwork

! Research for SME
! IPR rules are (very) tricky for Open Source business models.
! Rate of co-Þnancing is low (110% rule). Suitable only for ÒrichÓ SMEs. 
Demo activities (which would be useful) are unsustainable.
! Costs of negotiation should not be underestimated.

! ICT
! Success/failure rate too high. Extremely risky investment. Role of local 
funding?
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Other things we donÕt like in general

! Other

! Approach to Open Source is sometimes incoherent

! Approach to Open Access is incoherent

! The smaller the pr ojects the better .

! Better pre-selection.

! Avoid non accountable costs (e.g. negotiation).
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Research

Innovation
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SME Innovation: some points

! University/Industry interface is poor, hampering innovation and collaboration

! Low mobility of researchers (and technical staff too?!) between Industry & Academia

! Financing for early stage technology companies in scarce, for mid-stage tech 
companies is very scarce.

! Public procurement does not encourage innovation.

! Entrepreneurship is undervalued in many European countries.

Some points (taken from a recent speech of commissioner M. Geoghegan-Quinn) that 
deserve attention:

And some more I would like to add:

! Accessibility to fragmented research results is difÞcult. This hampers innovation 
(especially for SMEs and Micro Enterprises, see Eurostat data for innovation in 
computing).

! FOSS (Free and Open Source Software) is a strategic point in ICT research 
projects. More attention should be given to FLOSS based innovation and business 
models.
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and some possible answers
! Collaboration between Industry & Academia and mobility of r esearchers.

! Introduce mobility in more research projects, especially form the academia to 
industry, make it economically attractive. 

! Financing for early stage technology companies in scar ce, for mid-stage 
tech companies is very scar ce.

! Help successful innovative SMEs to be more visible. This helps a lot to secure 
Þnancing.

! Entrepreneurship is undervalued in many Eur opean countries.

! Insist on the role of SMEs in research projects that are not speciÞcally targeted to 
SMEs. Make it a requirement? Evaluation criteria?

! DifÞcult access to r esearch r esults; Limited attention on FLOSS innovation.

! Patents, and in general IPR protection, are not always a driver of innovation: it 
depends by the sector. Take into account FLOSS innovation models where 
transfer (not protection) of knowledge is the key.
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